
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first Ward to arrive in Portugal Cove South, 

Newfoundland was Thomas who was born in Colliers, 

Conception Bay, Newfoundland in March of 1851. 

Although no record exists of his birth his parents are 

believed to be Thomas Wardrope of Newfoundland or 

Scotland and Bridget Mason¹1. It appears he arrived 

around 1880 shortly before his marriage to Mary (Polly) 

Hartery and the birth of their first child. Little is known 

of why Thomas moved to Portugal Cove South but it 

is speculated he came in search of employment. Local 

folklore maintains that Thomas came ashore in the area 

following a shipwreck – although there are no records to 

support this. It appears a younger brother John and 

younger sister Elizabeth accompanied him. John later 

moved to Massachusetts while Elizabeth moved to Point 

La Haye, St. Mary’s Bay where she married Patrick 

Bishop. 

 

 

 
Picture 1: Left to right seated: Thomas, Mary (Polly), Patrick (kneeling), Mary 
Ann. Left to right standing: John, Bridget, Michael, William. 

Early directories and census records indicate that Thomas was a fisherman. He may have fished as part of his Father 

In Law, Michael Hartery’s fishing crew. Michael Hartery was a planter* and a descendant of one of the first settlers in 

Portugal Cove South. 

 

Thomas and Mary Ward had eight recorded children Bridget, Ellen, Thomas Jr., Michael, Mary Ann, John, William 

and Patrick (Picture 1). Ellen (Picture 2) married James Coombs and died of acute meningitis in 1908 following the birth 

of her first and only child Patrick Francis Coombs. Thomas Jr. died the following year in 1909 of Tuberculosis (TB) at the 

age of 24, Patrick died of TB in 1912 at the age of 15 and Mary Ann died in 1915 also of TB leaving her husband Thomas 

Butler and three children under the age of five. The eldest remaining daughter Bridget married John Chidley of Renews 

and moved their to raise her family. The remaining three children Michael, John and William all married local girls and 

started families of their own in Portugal Cove South. 

 

  

Picture 2: Ellen Coombs (nee Ward) (1883-1908) *in charge of the family fishing 
enterprise. Picture 3:William Ward (1894-1948) 

Thomas’ surviving sons all appeared to have worked 

as Road Section men at some point in their lives. It has 

been said that sons of men that had land expropriated by 

the railway were often given jobs working the railway as 

compensation. When the railway was taken up in 1933 it 

was replaced on the current main road through Portugal 

Cove South known as Route 10. Thomas’ youngest son 

Billy (Picture 3) was a Foreman on the Trepassey Line of 

the railway at some point in time between 1915 and its 

removal in 1932 (Pers. Communication Gordon O’Leary 

(1920-2006)). It is presumed that Mick and Johnny also 

may have worked the railway. In the 1935 Census William 

and Michael were both recorded as working as Road 

Section Men while John was employed as a fisherman. 

Michael Coombs (1933-2023) recalls that William Ward 

had one of the first trucks in the Cove which he drove 

1 This is based off Ancestry research finding: 1) Harbour Main parish records for a Thomas Wardrope and Bridget Mason in Colliers/Conception Harbour circa 1865 

and 2) what appears to be Thomas’ brother Patrick who moved to Blackstone, Masschussetts and listed Thomas Ward and Bridget Mason as his parents. 1 
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while employed as a Road Section Man. William also owned and operated a store and was therefore known as a local 

merchant for a period of time. William married Susanna O’Leary and had 8 recorded children of which 6 survived to 

adulthood. William died of heart disease in 1948 at the young age of 53. Michael married Margaret Ann Perry of the 

Drook and John Ward married Norah O’Leary of Portugal Cove South and Catherine Butler of Portugal Cove Point 

following his first wife’s death. Michael and John lived to old age, 77 and 79 respectively, and had large families with 

many children and grandchildren that grew up in The Cove. The Ward Family are one of the main families of First Cove 

in Portugal Cove South and many descendants were known for their athletic abilities and interest in sports. A small 

number of Thomas Ward’s great and great great grandchildren remain in Portugal Cove South today. Like many families 

most have left Portugal Cove South to seek employment and opportunities elsewhere. The Edge of Avalon Interpretive 

Centre was constructed and currently occupies a portion of Thomas Ward’s land (directly adjacent to Ward’s Lane) that 

was originally granted to him in the early 1900’s. 

 

Some Notable Descendants: 
 

• John and Norah’s (nee O’Leary) son Victor (Picture 4) 

owned and operated Ward’s Service Station (Picture 

5) up until the 1990’s, a former business in the 

community. 

• John and Norah’s daughter Vera who was raised by 

her aunt Catherine O’Leary (Lahey) in Cape Broyle, 

served as a Private in the Canadian Women’s Army 

Corp. from July 14 1943 to July 29 1945. Her army 

trade was plotter/telephonist (Picture 6). 

• John and Kate’s (nee Butler) son Leo served in World 

War II and was known as a very knowledgeable and 

inquisitive man when it came to the Ward family 

history. (Picture 7) 

• Michael’s son Patrick Humbert Ward who moved 

to the Goulds to start a waste management business 

was well known for his kindness and family oriented 

personality. Michael’s son Reginald also served in 

World War II. (Picture 8) 

• At least one of William’s sons Patrick inherited his 

fathers occupation and worked as a labourer and 

operator “on the high roads” for the provincial 

Department of Highways. Patrick was the only child of 

William and Sue to have children and grandchildren, 

many of which grew up on Ward’s Lane (Picture 9). 

 

 
Picture 6: Vera Ward (1921-2002). Picture 7: Leo Ward (1937-2006) receiving his 
medal of military merit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 4: Frank Walsh and Victor Ward (1923-1993) 

 

Picture 5: Victor Ward (1923-1993) and son Michael in front of Ward’s Service 
Station Portugal Cove South 
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Picture 8: A young Patrick Humbert Ward (1924-2010). Picture 9: Patrick Ward (1926-1973) on Hickey’s Hill, Trepassey May 1955 when 
he worked with the high roads. 

 

  
Eugene eldest son (1953-2016) of Paddy Ward (1926-1973) and Kathleen Ward 
(nee Perry). 

Patrick Ward (born 1955) son of Paddy (1926-1973) and Kathleen Ward (nee 
Perry). 3 



 

Edward “Ned” Ward (1930-1975) son of William Ward (1894-1949) and Sue 
Ward. 

 

Madeline Ward (1938-1970) daughter of William and Sue Ward (nee O’Leary). 

 
Theresa (1928-2010) , Vera (1921-2002), Genny (1925-2018) and Aiden Ward 
(1920-1989) children of Johnny and Nora (O’Leary) 
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